
MnDOT, State Aid and the Rules
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MnDOT



Navigating MnDOT 

• History / Background
• How State Aid fits in
• District State Aid Engineers Role
• State Aid Staff
• Possible interactions

• Maintenance 

• Area Projects

• Partnership Projects

• Permits



Navigating MnDOT

• Approaching MNDOT

• Pealing back the onion!

• MnDOT’s Org Charts

• Find the right personality of 5000

• Choose the right department

• i.e., Sub- Area Supervisor for Maintenance issues

• i.e., Traffic

• Make a connection with your DE (District Engineer)

• Use State Aid Engineer and Staff to help connect

• RELATIONSHIPS
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State Aid’s Role
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State agencies and federal agencies:

• FHWA

• FTA

• Army Corp of Engs

• MnDOT

• PCA

• DNR

State Aid

• Cities• Counties • Townships

Local agencies



State Aid’s Organization

STATE AID Central Office

• Administration

• Project Delivery: Federal, State Aid, State Aid Programs, Emergency Relief, Safe Routes to 
School, and Traffic Safety 

• County Needs

• Municipal Needs 

• Information Resources

STATE AID Districts

• District State Aid Engineers (DSAE) and District State Aid Assistant (DSAA)

STATE AID Partners

• State Aid Bridge

• State Aid Finance 8







Funding

• 95% of highway user funds are distributed as follows:

• 62% to the trunk highway fund

• 29% to county state aid highway fund 

• 9% to the municipal state aid fund 

• The remaining 5% is set aside for these three funds:
• Town Road Account

• Town Bridge Account

• Flexible Highway Account

• For the most up-to-date funding, see our yearly HUTDF pamphlet.
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http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/admin/sa-hutdf.pdf


What’s included in the state aid system?

• County State Aid Highway (CSAH)

• 87 counties
• 8 metro counties and 79 counties in greater Minnesota

• Municipal State Aid Street (MSAS)

• 148 cities of population greater than 5,000
• 84 metro cities and 64 cities in greater Minnesota

• Town road and bridge 

• Jurisdictional Transfers (Turnbacks)



Project involvement

State Aid should be involved in the following projects:

• Projects on the state aid system

• Locally proposed projects with federal funding

• Municipal agreement projects involving the State Aid system

• Trunk Highway projects with state aid system involvement

• Locally initiated cooperative agreement projects on state 
highways
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State Aid Manual

• The State Aid Manual is your go to document 
for answers. It should be your first point of 
reference if you have any questions.

• It provides instructions for state aid and federal aid 
projects 

• Gives links to forms and websites related to 
specific category areas

• Manual is up-to-date and is updated as changes 
occur or updates are necessary

14

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/manual.html


How is State Aid governed?

•State Aid is governed by two entities:
• Screening Boards 

• Rules Committee

• In addition, the Local Road Research Board 
(LRRB) governs research conducted with state 
aid funds.
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State Aid’s Role
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State agencies and federal agencies:

• FHWA

• FTA

• Army Corp of Engs

• MnDOT

• PCA

• DNR

State Aid

• Cities• Counties • Townships

Local agencies



State Aid Operations
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MN Constitution (Article X)

MN Statutes (Chapter 162)

MN Rules (Chapter 8820)

State Aid Manual (SAM)

FHWA Stewardship Plan

https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/constitution/#article_10
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=162
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/programlibrary/stateaidrules.pdf
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/manual.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/information/fhwa_docs/fhwa_agreement.pdf


Minnesota Rule Chapter 8820 (State Aid Design Standards)

• Chapter 8820 was established 
1957

• Carry the force of law

• It’s more than just design 
standards

• It’s maintained by the system 
it governs

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/programlibrary/stateaidrules.pdf


Optional Tagline Goes Here | mndot.gov/

Page number Chapter . Section 

Subpart



Definitions, pgs 5 and 6

Goal => Design Tables 



Definitions

Goal => Design Tables 



8820.1400 Maintenance, Construction…pg 10



8820.1500, Sub 6. Construction Funds…pg 12



8820.1500, Sub 12. Construction Funds…pg 14



8820.2800, Sub 2a. Construction Funds…pg 19



8820.3100 Subp. 10, General State Aid Limits…pg 22



Minnesota Rule Chapter 8820 (State Aid Design Standards)

• Chapter 8820 was established 
1957

• Carry the force of law

• It’s more than just design 
standards

• It’s maintained by the system 
it governs

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/programlibrary/stateaidrules.pdf


State Aid Rules Background

Why is change needed?
•External Influence 

(Political/Legislative)
•SA Operations
•Changing Standards (or push to 

change)
•Appropriate Application 
•Less value/importance of professional 

engineers
•Maintain a “safe” system
•Unknowns – what if there are no 

Rules/Standards? 

Potential changes?
•Way State Aid Rules/Standards are 

presented 
•Process for updating Rules/Standards
•Education/Outreach for all audiences
•Engineer Training

Approaches to potential 
changes?
•Two-Day Training for engineers
•Repackage the Rules/Standards
•Review/Update Stakeholder Input 

Process

2/15/2023 mndot.gov 28



Committee Formation

• As a result of the recent update, the State Aid Design 
Advisory Committee was established 
• To continue to support design flexibility.

• To maintain the engineering standards.

• Guide change through research. Not to directly make 
changes to rules. 



Committee Role

Why is change needed?
•External Influence 

(Political/Legislative)
•SA Operations
•Changing Standards (or push to 

change)
•Appropriate Application 
•Less value/importance of professional 

engineers
•Maintain a “safe” system
•Unknowns – what if there are no 

Rules/Standards? 

Potential changes?
•Way State Aid Rules/Standards are 

presented 
•Process for updating Rules/Standards
•Education/Outreach for all audiences
•Engineer Training

Approaches to potential 
changes?
•Two-Day Training for engineers
•Repackage the Rules/Standards
•Review/Update Stakeholder Input 

Process

2/15/2023 mndot.gov 30





Committee Representation

• Led by SALT and supported by a 
consulting team 

• Volunteers

• 19 total members

• 8 County, 5 City (1 City of the First 
Class), 5 State Aid, 1 Consultant

• 9 rural and 4 urban members









Variance

• Sometimes the design does not meet State Aid Rules. If so, there is a Variance 
process.

• If you need to seek a Variance

• Variances are addressed in 8820.330.

• Variances are also addressed on the State Aid Variance webpage and State Aid Manual.

• Check in with your DSAE early. There may be alternative solutions other than a Variance.

• The Variance Committee meets quarterly. Review your need for a Variance early in your 
project.
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http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/programlibrary/stateaidrules.pdf
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/variance.html
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/manual.html


Questions?

Contact your DSAE.
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