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 Minnesota's Speed Limits Vision in Motion



Sit-dow
n

Stand 
up





Speed is one element 
of our traffic safety 
culture. To be 
effective we need to 
consider all elements.

Toward Zero Deaths



SpeedING 
is NOT 

Speed Limit 



The car might be better 
and the highway might be 

better, but the driver

isn't better.

Most people go 5-10 
mph over because 

there are laws on the 
book that allow it

People need to slow 
down, not speed up. 
Too many impatient 
drivers out there. 

Give yourself a little 
time.

New year new gears! It’s 
2025, traffic wants to 

move! 

What could possibly 
go wrong?

The difference between 30 
and 25 miles per hour may 

not seem like much to a 
driver, but it can mean a lot 
to a pedestrian or cyclist.

Simple. Safe.  Easier 
for everyone to drive 

about the same 
speeds

Sea of Mixed Opinions



Sea of Mixed Opinions











What we heard
• The process lacks transparency

• There are too many requests for the MnDOT 

Districts to handle

• The timeliness of response is lacking

• It feels like a “black box”

• It’s a complicated process



So, What Did We Doing About It?
MnDOT

• Work Zone Speed Management Study
• Implementing Process Improvements

TZD Action Teams
• Speed Action Team
• Automated Speed Enforcement 
• Urban and Rural Roadway Design
• The Choice of Speeding: Minnesota Speeding Behavior Survey

Local Road Research Board
• Impact of Speed Limit Changes on Urban Streets
• Guidelines for Determining Speed Limits on Municipal Roadways

Minnesota Safety Council
• Dynamic Speed Feedback Sign: Grant projects
• Speed Counts: Employer Campaign  



In Minnesota, we believe that:

•Promotion of safety culture, crash severity reduction, surrounding 
land use, and non-motorized users should be the amongst the highest 
considerations when determining a road’s speed limit.

•Achieving driver compliance through the equitable application of 
engineering, road design, education and enforcement should be 
considered for all users when determining a road’s speed limit.

•A vision for speed limits should recognize the different functions 
roadways provide.



• Updates to the Traffic Engineering Manual (TEM)
• Development of Speed Limit Authorization Request Time and 

Performance Measure
• Speed Limit Resources iHub (MnDOT Intranet)
• ArcGIS SLA Request Tracker and Dashboard
• Templates for SLA Requests



Updates to the Traffic Engineering Manual (TEM)

• Updated guidance from the federal level

• More detailed information on setting speed 
limits across a great range of operating 
speeds

• Focused on roadway context, roadside 
environment, and crash history



Speed Limit Authorization Request Time



Speed Limit Resources iHub (MnDOT Intranet)



ArcGIS SLA Request Tracker and Dashboard



Templates for Speed Limit Authorization 
Requests



• The Choice of Speeding: Minnesota Speeding Behavior Survey

• Online survey with selected focus group follow-ups 
• 1,100 Minnesotans 
• Completed in June 2023
• Questions related to speeding, messaging and more



• Disagree that everyone should obey the speed limit
• Believe that speeding tickets are about rising money 
• Don’t believe their behavior is dangerous
• Feel that speed limits are usually set too low

Key themes for drivers that chose to speed



• Typical Male more than 
Female

• Age range 18-34 
• Income brackets and vehicle 

driven non-factor

Who are the drivers that chose to speed?



• Everyone speeds
• Familiar with the road
• I’m late or in a hurry
• Good weather
• Light traffic 

Why drivers chose to speed?

“I think yes, as long as 
you’re [speeding] safely.”



• Enforcement
• Seeing people walking and biking
• Passengers in the car
• Poor weather conditions
• Driving on residential roads
• School Zone
• Work Zone

What stops the choice to speed?



• Complete Streets Speed Impacts

• Field Data Collected from 19 corridors 
• Using handheld lidar guns 
• Completed in February 2024



∙ Access density (access 
points/mile)

∙ Bicyclist activity 
(low/medium/high)

∙ Lane width (ft)
∙ Speed limit (mph)
∙ Median type (none, TWLTL, 

raised)
∙ Number of lanes (two-way 

total)
∙ Number of signals in the 

segment
∙ Intersection density
∙ Presence of bicycle lane

∙ On-street parking 
(parallel/angle/none)

∙ Pedestrian activity 
(low/medium/high)

∙ Shoulder width (ft)
∙ Sidewalk (none/narrow/wide)
∙ Sidewalk buffer/separation 

(yes/no)
∙ Land use 

(residential/commercial)
∙ Vehicle volume (veh/day)

 

Roadway Elements and Locations



Speed Profiles



Speed Profiles



Features with Speed Reductions
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Speed limit changes in 
St. Louis Park

 



Why

•Changes in state statute in 2019
•Adjacent communities 

implementing
•Council requested study
•Aligns with city’s strategic 

priorities



City's goals and policies
•Eliminate fatalities and serious 

injuries
•Create a mobility system prioritizing 

walking first, bicycling, transit and 
then motor vehicle use
•Create a transportation system that 

contributes to equitable outcomes for 
all users. 



•Evaluation of speed data 
• Local counts
• Speed boards

•Category approach - buckets of 
speeds 20, 25, 30 mph
•Based on average speeds

Approach



Process

Study and council engagement in 2020 and 2021 

Data collection – speeds, volumes and crash analysis

$200,000 to change posted speed limit signage

Implementation in late 2021

Committed to review the impacts of the speed limit change



Review of speed limit changes

Comparison of vehicle speeds before and during period

Comparison of crashes – vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians

Monitor by police and engineering

Provide recommendations for the future



Speed review
• Local roads that changed from 

30 mph to 20 mph – 16 sites
•Typical local road
• Supplement to LLRB study



Crashes

Annual vehicle crashes

Crash severity

Pedestrian and bicycle crashes



Staff findings

1.1 mph speed reduction – average speed from 22.1 to 21.0 
mph

The average speed of most drivers is within 5 mph of posted 
speed limit

No speed limit changes recommended



Messaging
o 1.1 mph speed reduction is consistent with 

other cities across the nation
o No change to speed limits

Council

o Slower is trending in the right direction
o Reduction in crashes but not attributable to 

speed limit changes
Engineering

Continue enforcementPolice
Continue educationCommunity



Recommendations

•Do what you can
•Change takes time
•This is not the end



Thank You!
Mark Vizecky
mark.vizecky@state.mn.us

Jack Sullivan
jsullivan@stlouisparkmn.gov


